Adrianople essay
Asses the impact the battle of Adrianople had on the consolidation of imperial forces in the east

The battle of Adrianople occurred on the 9th of august 378 AD
 and was one of the most devastating losses for the Romans in history; it was when the Romans attacked the Goths at Adrianople and got annihilated by the heavy cavalry. It started 2 years prior in 376 AD when the Romans were being attacked by the Huns, at this time the Goths were seeking to get permission to stay in Roman territory as soldiers and farmers.
 The Romans accepted and let them enter Thrace, after awhile the Goths were not happy with their treatment and soon revolted. Soon as emperor Valens Got word of this he went back to try and stop the rebellion he knew the Goths had strong army and so called for reinforcements from the west from Emperor Gratian. Gratian gathered a army and sent it over to Adrianople Valens had arrived and noticed he could win, Gratian suggested he should wait for his army to arrive but Valens being hungry for glory he attacked.
 
The Goths tried to negotiate with the Valens and offered a peace treaty Valens rejected this and then went for the kill, little did Valens know the Goths were trying to stall them while there massive army of Heavy Cavalry got back from foraging. The battle started and the Romans looked like winning until the Calvary returned and destroyed the battlefield, less than a third of the Romans escaped and the rest died including Valens. After this battle the Romans were in trouble as they had lost roughly 40,000 soldiers and it left the Goths free to attacking freely and destroyed many Roman bases, it wasn’t until 382 AD when Theodosius I struck an alliance with the Goths for supplies which left them time to rebuild and strengthen, but also left them open for another attack from other barbarians.

The events that took place in Adrianople had a very big impact on the consolidation of imperial forces in the east. The Romans who for centuries relied on the use of legions to vanquish the enemies were rocked by what took place as for the first time they realised that heavy cavalry was now the superior force as the experienced a firsthand slaughtering by the Goths whose army was based on their Cavalry and the legions stood no chance against them which was a crucial turning point for the Romans.

After the battle and when they started recruiting soldiers they put a big shift on their army now focusing more on the heavy cavalry as they saw in Adrianople what the horses could do to the infantry. From here on in the Romans now used the horses and knew that they needed to regain its power to defend themselves from the Goths and other invading enemies. 
The Romans were in trouble after the battle but because of Theodosius’s treaty with the Goths they were able to regain their strength, many believe that if the treaty was not made between the Romans and the Goths, Roman survival would have had no chance at all. Not only did the Goths take alliance, but they also helped the Romans strengthen imperial forces.
 
Emperor Valens's defeat at Adrianople doomed the Roman Empire; there can be no doubt about that. Until then, the Roman legions had enjoyed a formidable reputation, one which was generally well-earned — after all, they had conquered most of the known world, & before Adrianople, had never suffered a defeat within their own borders at the hands of outsiders
. 

The Romans' defeat at Adrianople greatly damaged this reputation. The legions weren't nearly so intimidating, any more. They had weaknesses, which could be exploited. Subsequent invaders feared them much less than they had before. Barbaric kings such as Alaric of the Vandals dared to think they could invade Roman territory, & even attack (& sack) imperial Rome, itself!
 

The Battle of Adrianople was, indeed, a point of no return. Rome never recovered from this defeat, and the Germanic tribes never looked back. Even the able & capable Justinian couldn't undo the damage that had been done.
 

The aftermath of the battle besides the rebuilding and alliance’s to survive, started a civil war between the east and west, the east believed the future was in heavy cavalry and the west still believed in legions after the civil war which the east won, they became a fearsome force. Later they became known as the Byzantine Empire and their newest and most famous unit the cataphract came into play and was very good in battle.  

It was clear that after the battle of Adrianople the Romans changed their plans dramatically and eventually became the Byzantine Empire. The Byzantine Empire was when the Eastern Empire changed to the Byzantine Empire, however the populous referred to it as the Roman Empire still. No one really knows when it became the Byzantine Empire, but it was after the battle of Adrianople when they realised that heavy cavalry was the way to go.

Justinian was one of the most able, & ruthless, Emperors of Rome in the East. Among his many accomplishments was the building of a magnificent church, the Hagia Sophia, which remains a wonder to this day; as well as the establishment of a coherent body of Roman law which persisted as the basis of Byzantine government, until Constantinople's fall in 1453
. Justinian had an equally capable general, named Belisarius. Together, they plotted a campaign to rebuild the old Roman Empire, & reclaim the west, which had been lost to the various Germanic tribes
. After years of fighting and gaining land Justinian and his General had almost completed their goal, they had taken back most of Italy and the north of Africa, his campaign ended short without the full reclaiming they wanted due to lack of support from the followers in Greece and Rome and money running low which interrupted their events on several occasions. 

The Byzantine Empire lasted for another 1000 years after the battle of Adrianople and had many wars with the Arabs and the Turks and other European countries.

The start of the byzantine empire can be credited to the battle of Adrianople, how they realised the horses were a dominant force and the impact it had on the Romans to consolidate imperial forces in the east especially horses to reclaim its land and once again become a powerful nation which would reign for another 1000 years to come.
And from all this that had taken place the Roman Empire had never fully recovered from the battle of Adrianople which shook the roman world and even with best efforts to restate it and regain what was lost it was never done although some did come close. The impact of the battle Adrianople had on the imperial forces was intense but no matter how hard they tried they didn’t get back what they lost. The Roman Empire lived on through the Byzantine Empire which lasted another 1000 years; they had their times were they strong but in the end they were just declining until the ottomans took them over in 15 century
.     
The main events that took place were the failure to satisfy the Goths and letting them revolt and from there not waiting for Gratian to arrive to help with the actual battle which ended up being an onslaught for the Romans as they were smashed. The Romans then went through their rebuilding stage with an alliance with the Goths to help them which allowed others to attack, All of Rome’s enemies were now not so afraid of the famous legions which used to dominate the battle field and some even dared to attack Rome its self with the idea they weren’t so strong. 

The Romans had lost their reputation and many of their enemies were no longer scared and no longer feared the legions because of the devastating defeat on the 9th august 378 AD to the Visigoths who shamed them with their heavy cavalry.  After the rebuilding was done and the Empire started focusing more on heavy cavalry and slowly shift to the Byzantine Empire, then Justinian and his general Belisarius tried to retake back all they lost in their time of weakness after the ripple effect of what happened to Adrianople.

 At first they were doing well but due to lack of funds and support they had to stop on several occasions and then stop fully when it got worse. They almost did what they said; they had taken most of Italy, Sicily and the north of Africa. Which only lasted awhile before it was taken over again, the byzantine empire although lasted for another 1000 years was never as strong as the Roman Empire once was and eventually collapsed to the ottomans in the 15th century.

By Matthew Hughes
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